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Kaspian Shore is 26 years old and was born near the Dutch-German
border. He has been working as a self-taught artist ever since he
dropped out of school at age 16. Influenced by the elegancy of pre-
Raphaelite painters as well as the contrasting simplicity of manga and
icon painting, Kaspian’s developed his own delicate style of wistful,
androgynous males in vivid wide open spaces. With the experience
of ink and watercolour illustrations, Kaspian is currently transferring
his characters into ethereal lake and forest spirits, attempting a soft,
lifelike look in oil on wood panel.
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dpi : Would you please use one sentence to describe your
creating? Also, what’s your philosophy of art?

Kaspian : One-sentence description of your creating
style: Traditional ink/watercolour illustrations and oil
on wood paintings of androgynous boys and spirits.
I’m not expecting anyone to see or feel the same as |
when looking at my pictures. | live in sort of a bubble
that | hardly ever leave just because I’m so curious
what’s happening on the outside. | create because it
brings sense to my life, and the things that | create are
memories of what has been and visions of what ought to
be. | canalize, | wash emotions out of the body and onto
a surface that makes them visible, and it helps me cope

with myself and all the terror that is going on inside me.

dpi : Your works show simple lines and elegant color. What
is the material you usually use and why do you prefer to use
them? Why does the effect of this material (or the materials)
attract you?
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Kaspian : I've been working with ink and gouache/
watercolour for a few years now. | must say, it's become
a bit of a love-hate relationship. As much as | enjoy
drawing with a nib and black ink, the colouring part still
always makes me tense because | have so little control
over it. Ever since | started painting with oils and came
to appreciate its slow drying times, | find it even more
difficult to achieve the results | want in watercolour
However, the unpredictability of water carving out its
own way can sometimes be tempting as well.

One of the reasons I've been attracted to ink drawing
for a long time is that it's such a quick medium. Once
you apply it, it'll dry immediately, which allows you to
finish your work within a day or a few hours. Another,
more prominent reason is the strong contrast of black ink
on white paper. My characters in ink are very stiff, very
motionless, and my technique of shading with thousands
of small black dots almost makes them look like chiseled
in stone. It is also possible to create very small, very
delicate pictures, which is something | prefer to large
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dpi : You draw lots of people in your work, and they usually show
some kind of melancholy atmosphere. What’s the world you are
trying to depict in your works?

Kaspian : The mood, the atmosphere in my pictures changes
as | change and grow within. Besides, not everyone always
recognizes the melancholy. Some people think my work is sad,
some think it's homoerotic, some find it morbid and I've even
heard others say it's funny, so | guess it very much depends on
what people are able and willing to see.

I've always loved to draw people, even when | was still
very young | would always display people because they
transport emotion. My characters can be me and | can be my
characters, they feel whatever | feel, tell whatever | have to
tell, they can survive in a world where nothing but them exists,
they can be strong, peaceful or captivating, and be put right
into your home, for that everyone can own a small piece of
me. | find that a very pleasant thought.

dpi : How would you describe your art style? Which artistic style or
period, or which artist influence you the most?

Kaspian : Spontaneously, | would describe my style as
something like a more realistic, European type of manga. |
used to watch a lot of anime when | was little, and it certainly
had an influence on my sense of beauty and aesthetics. On
the other hand, | am an ardent admirer of pre-Raphaelite
painters. It is their perfect depiction of reality combined with
an overall feeling of solitude and melancholy that touches me
deeply. | suppose that this is one of the reasons | have two souls
dwelling in my chest; one trying to capture simplicity, and one
craving for opulence, which to me can be easily combined by
using two different mediums for different motifs, in my case ink
and oil paint.

05. Brother
Ink & watercolour on paper, detail of
05 08 original 30x40cm
06. Ataxia and |
06 07 ™ Ink & gouache on paper, 30x40cm
07. Feles

Ink & gouache on paper, 36x48cm

08. Come home when the leaves are falling
Ink & gouache on paper, 32x24cm

09. Patrizio's Potion
Ink on paper, 24x24cm
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dpi : What’s the story behind the work Come home when the leaves are
falling”? Do you always have stories behind the works?

Kaspian : There's this quiet tradition of mine to turn inward at the end
of the year and ponder. | create one or two pictures every November
or December that has people in them that mean a lot to me or have
accompanied me throughout the year, however, the bond usually
starts to loosen by the time | draw those people. | guess it's sort of an
intimate Christmas present to myself, one that's waving goodbye and
trying to let go.

“ Come home when the leaves are falling” was created November

2009 and revolves around a boy nhamed Andrian, like basically all of my
work. It speaks about the inexhaustible hope that Andrian is going to
come back home, at the end of the year, when the leaves start falling,
butitis also the bitter realisation that he never will.

There isn't always necessarily an individual story behind each picture.
Itis often a sheer emotion, a thought, a colour, a melody that will make
me want to sit down and capture something on paper.
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10. Through snow and swirling memories
11. Sketch, no caption
1.

10 nk & watercolour on paper, 30x40cm

11 12

N

Brother

13 14 13. Disarm me
14. 1 will not
nk on paper, 24x32cm

dpi : Would you please talk about the work* Hourglass
Boys”? There are also some fantasy elements in your works.
Where are the inspirations from?

Kaspian * Hourglass Boys” is an older picture that was
one piece of a series in late 2006/early 2007. It stands out
a bit for its two doll-like characters being plastered with
the words “Andrian is not dead”. | was desperately trying
to shake memories off me but couldn't get over them,
just like the two dolls won't be able to get over each
other because their legs are grown together. It's an inner
struggle to stop time from passing by and bury those
thoughts that are haunting you

If there are fantastic or surreal elements in my pictures,
they simply derive from my vivid imagination, magical
thinking, or too many cartoons in my childhood days.
| like to put together things that make no sense or are
complex, just because life doesn't always make sense
and is complex. | often just dive into my own little art

ILLUSTRATION
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world, where everything seems pretty reasonable, safe
and even normal to me because | am the one who
creates it.

dpi : So far, which is your most favorite work? And why? Or
which one is the most special for you?

Kaspian : The most special to me are the ones that have
real people in them, not just a character | made up from
my imagination. One picture that will certainly remain
in my private collection and thus can be called one of
my favourites is “Andrian and the Sea”. There are some
more, mainly older pieces that | suppose will never mean
as much to anyone else as they do to me, which is why |
decided not to sell them but keep them on my own walls
| need those pictures to fill the rooms with thoughtfulness
and a peaceful smile that only | can see. Those works are
what's keeping me on my toes, what's grounding me and
what's giving sense to every day | wake up.
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dpi : What would you do to refresh the ideas
for creating?

Kaspian : Right now | don't feel like there
is ever going to be a time that I'll be out
of ideas. The key is to never hunt for motifs
or try to outdo oneself with every new
work but to create from the heart, from a
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pool of poems, thoughts, emotions and

memories that can never fail or run dry. |
am only young but have been to see both
the world's lightest as well as its darkest
places, and being in the middle of them
is the task | now will be forced to handle.
| think that this task, as well as a constant
feeling of longing for what ought to be
and for all the things you have never
been and will never have is enough of an
inspiration for one lifetime.

dpi : What are you working on recently? Or
would you share your goal of future with us?
Kaspian : | am currently creating a series
of new characters that are ghosts and
spirits that come from the woods or the
ocean. At the same time, | have been
experimenting with oil paints for long
enough now to finish my first proper and
larger pieces on wood panel. It has been
a longstanding dream to be able to
actually paint instead of draw and make
my characters* come alive”, so this is
what I'm having planned for next year. A
glimpse can be caught at my most recent
work-2009's wave of goodbye* Through

snow and swirling memories”. Em
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Mixed media on
16 17 paper, 42x56cm
15 16. Andrian and the Sea
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o

Nk &

18

paper, 42x56cm

1

o]

Hourglass Boys
Mixed media on

paper, 30x40cm
1
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. Untamed
nk & gouache on
paper, 36x48cm
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